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Insect and
Disease
Resources

IDL Forest Health
208- 769- 1525
ForestHealth@IDL.ldaho.gov

Factsheets and other resources
available here:

https://www.idl.idaho.gov/about

forestry/insects - and- disease/
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«What Tto @xaect in 2025



Bark Beetle Characteristics
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AGenerally, host specific

AAdults feed and reproduce in the
phloem

AShare a similar life cycle,
though timing is different
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Bark Beetle

Pine Engraver Beetle

1 mm

5403413

1D,

Fir Engraver Beetle

A Size of a

grain of rice

A Difficult to
identify, even

with microscope

A Rely more on
gallery shape and

host!
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Pine Engraver Beetle

1 mm

5403413
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Fir Engraver Beetle







Secondary Bark Beetles

Primary mortality agents

Kill healthy trees..

ASecondary bark beetles may cause
e A A e damages in
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healthy, mature trees



Secondary Bark Beetles

A MANY species
A Feed in

I Tops

I Branches

I Weak trees

As$T T RO AAOOA DPOIT Al Al O
years
A Drought gets them going

A Mortality in small doug- fir
and western larch



Bark Beetles and Drought

Alncreased effects on
south/west facing

slopes

Increased effects on
rocky and sandy

solls




Your Best Defense: Prevention

AStand density —

ABasal area can creep

up on you
AMost bark beetle

problems occur In

overstocked stands




Bark Beetles and Stress

AStressed trees emit
compoundas attractive

{0 bark.beetles

AStress also reduces
trees defense

abilities



Bark Beetles and Stress

AThinned stands
(<100sgitfacre).do
not-have to compete

for resources

Alncreased vigor-=

petter defenses




