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Å DonPigott     2025
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Lƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧΧ 
Seed Companies           

in BC

Å Black. 1922 - 1965

Å Red.   1966 - 2014

Å Blue.  1956 - 2024

Å Grey. 1982  - ?

Å Yellow  2022
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Percy Ruth
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŜŜ ǎŜŜŘ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΦ 

Salmon Arm, BC. 1927

Percy



Between 1938 and 1947, Britain imported 
13,300 lbs (6000 kg) of Sitka spruce seed.
In 1948 Gordon Roche shipped 2000 lbs 
(over 900 kg) of Sika spruce to Britain.
Squirrels were introduced to Haida Gwai 
(Queen Charlotte Islands in 1950 to facilitate 
cone collection.



35 million Sitka spruce per year planted in                           
Great Britain

Å70% of plantations.

Å50 % of commercial forest area. 

Å40-50 year rotation.

Å900 stems per acre



Where has seed from BC gone?

Douglas fir, Sitka spruce, Lodgepole pine, Grand fir, Amabilis fir, 
Ponderosa pine, Western hemlock, Western red cedar.



SeedDemand

Å After World War I, Britain requested Canadian tree seed to replant the  
devastated landscape. That demand reoccurred after World War 2 as well.

Å The volume of tree seed exported to Europe, Australia, and                                   
New Zealand was far greater than was being used in British Columbia.

Å Domestically, naturalregeneration was the standard practice                                
ǳƴǘƛƭ мфплΩǎ  ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅΦ 

Å In BC, the first forest nursery was established in BC in 1926, but                          
the numbers of seedling grown remained low until after World War II                    
when production gradually increased  to 14 million in 1946.

Å Green Timbers was established in 1930, the first large production nursery

with a 6 million objective. 

Å From 1950 to 1962  demand dropped dramatically. (3.2 Million in 1956.)

Å In 1979 increased to 110 million. 

Å For the past five years the annual provincial sowing has varied                                        

between 275-305 million.



Forest Service Seed Centre
Duncan, BC (1956)





Ministry of Forest Tree Seed Centre
Surrey, BC (1986)



Frank Barnard - Western Tree Seed
άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ h9/5 ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦέ

In 1970 harvested 4400 lbs 
of Sitka spruce from Q.C.I 
for Britain - 1970



Charles McFayden - Roche Seed Co  ςReid Collins



Yellow Point Propagation



2006 Purchase



The BC Tree Seed Dealers Association 
formed in 1991





Vernon Seed Orchard Company
2022



Squirrel  3000             Squirrel  5000



Seed Supply in 
BC 

Wild Seed Collections

Seed Production Areas    

Seed Orchards Seed Stands

& Wild  Collections



Bruce Devitt                  Dave Wallinger         Mike Meagher

¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ {ŜŜŘ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀǎ



Douglas fir Seed Production Area
Natural Stands rouged, fertilized, and managed for 

cone production.





{t!Ωǎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ

ÅMoF.  -ол {t!Ωǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ŦƛǊΣ 
Interior Douglas fir and Engelmann spruce.

ÅM&B.  -17 Douglas fir, 3 Western hemlock, 1 
Lodgepole pine.

ÅhǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ {t!Ωǎ

ÅWhen heavy crops in natural, unmanaged stands in 
мфсс ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ {t!ΩǎΦ 

Å¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ {ΦtΦ!ΦΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
and no genetic gain.



Seed Stands

ÅLoggable stands reserved for seed supply when they 
were felled ςor felled when a good seed crop 
developed.      86 still on the books.



The beginning of Tree Improvement

Å1954  - Seed, Provenance and Reforestation.
Å1958  - Gerry Burch and Alan Orr Ewing drink rum.
Å1959  - The Plus  Tree Board and Plus Tree Week

Gerry Burch





Plus tree 
Selection

ÅStraight stem

ÅMinimal taper

ÅFine branches

ÅHigh specific 
gravity.

ÅLong fiber length



Scion collection and propagation



Cooperation in Tree Improvement

Å1959- 1970 Plus Tree Board.

Å1970- 1998 Tree Improvement Councils.

Å1998 ςForest Genetics Council - Coordinate forest 
genetics in BC.

Å1998- SelectSeed- Owned by FGC to increase seed 
orchard capacity



Early Douglas fir  Seed Orchards and                        
Clone Banks (Coastal BC)

ÅThe first seed orchards and clone banks were 
established between 1959 and 1965. 

Å¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ ƻƴ άǿƛƭŘ 
sites.

ÅLocated in areas where pollen contamination from 
natural stands would be low.

Å.ǳǘΧΧΦ



However, flowering and cone production was 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇƻƻǊΧΦ



Å

From 1969 - 1986 most orchards for coastal species 
were established on Saanich Penninsula, Cobble Hill- Duncan 
area, Nanaimo, and Cambell River area.

ÅThe Saanich Penninsula was by far the most productive area 
for seed production.



The Okanagan Valley and Shuswap region proved to be the 
most productive for seed production for Interior spruce, 
Douglas fir, Western larch and Western white pine. Orchards 
establishment began in 1981



Lodgepole pine failed to produce good seed crops 
in the Okanagan Valley and the new orchards 

were established near Quesnel



Seed Orchards in BC .
102 orchards

15 sites
13 species

100,000 trees



So, how did I get started.
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧΧΦ
Tree planting 1963.

Don



2007



First cone collection 1968













Traded to Norwegian 
Government 
1977-1978



Norway spruce seed orchards



Learned how to ski



Learned how to 
make moonshine



Return to M&B/Canada







Early Aerial Cone harvesting 



Go into the seed business and 
become a millionaire.



Yellow Point Propagation

ÅSeed supply planning, cone collection and processing 
in BC and abroad.

ÅTree improvement consulting.

ÅParent tree selection and scion collection  

ÅProvenance collections for domestic and foreign 
clients.

ÅOrchard establishment and relocation.

Å!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŜƭǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƴΧΧ





Squirrel caches



Climbing



Aerial Cone Harvesting

ÅSkid collections

ÅBranch collector

ÅAerial shear

ÅPower Rake







Grand fir Collection 1988
2200 lbs.of seed harvested.


