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INTRODUCTION

Bobcat Fire (2020) 

Basalt Hill Fire (2021)
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(The Missoulian)

(Fire Safe Martin)

(Jain et al. 2018)



What is mastication? (no not chewing)

üMastication reduces forest 
vegetation into small chunks by 
grinding, shredding, or chopping

üCommon fuel treatment that 
ǊŜŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ άƭŀŘŘŜǊέ ŦǳŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
forest floor to reduce vertical fuel 
continuity, crown fire potential, and 
fireline intensity

üReduce stand density 
ü Little research on use as site 

preparation tool following 
harvesting
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Background



How to choose a mastication process?

(Jain et al. 2018)
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